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L eman Bill ProvidesVVoter Privacy for the
Visually Impaired

(JUNEAU) - Sen. Loren Leman (R-Anchorage) introduced legislation today to improve voter privacy
and security for the visually impaired.

“Technology exists that will allow visually impaired people to vote independently and privately,” said
Leman. “Thisisastep forward in getting them access to this technology.”

Senate Bill 258, The Frank Haas Act, removes the requirement that ballots be printed on paper, and
allowsthe Division of Elections to purchase electronic, paperless balloting equipment. The bill also
requires that electronic balloting equipment purchased by the Division after the effective date be
accessible to the visually impaired.

Currently, voters with visual impairments must depend on a sighted person to accompany them in the
voting booth, read the ballot out loud, and assist them in casting their vote.

Frank Haas was along-time Alaskan advocate for the visually impaired. SB 258 has been named in his
honor, and is a continuation of his efforts to allow the visually impaired to cast their ballots privately.

SB 258 is a companion to House Bill 320 by Rep. Joe Green (R-Anchorage).
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http://www.akrepublicans.org/22ndleg/spst/spstsb258.shtml
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/elections/homepage.html
http://www.akrepublicans.org/22ndleg/spst/spsthb320.shtml

	District G

