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House Eases Burden for M arijuana Evidence
HB 373 Would Lower State Coststo Prosecute Pot Growers

(JUNEAU) — Palice fighting Alaska' sillegal marijuana-growing industry could process and preserve only
as much of the contraband plants as they needed to charge defendants, and then destroy the rest, under a
bill the House passed unanimously today.

Alaskais currently the only state in which police seizing marijuana plants as part of an arrest must process
the plants into the drug’s commonly used form so it can be measured and the appropriate charge filed, a
process that takes 9,000 man-hours and $250,000 in personnel costs each year for Alaska State Troopers
and other law enforcement personnel, said Rep. Lisa Murkowski (R-Anchorage), who sponsored House
Bill 373.

“It is absurd that the laws we employ to discourage people from growing illegal drugsin our state
essentially require the state to operate a full-fledged marijuana processing facility,” Murkowski said.
“House Bill 373 makes a common-sense change that |ets the state save what it needs to prosecute a case,
and get rid of the rest.”

Alaska has the dubious distinction of being one of the most active states for indoor cultivation of
marijuana, Murkowski said. The scope of the problem became clear to her afew years ago, she said,
when drug enforcement agents took her on afield trip to a massive warehouse where marijuana plants are
taken to be dried, the buds and leaves stripped and the material weighed before it can be used as evidence
to support criminal charges.

The waste in time, manpower and expense prompted her to introduce HB 373 to bring Alaska s marijuana
evidence laws into line with those used by other states and the federal government, she said. HB 373
would allow police to take samples and photographs of such plants, then process and save only the
processed amount necessary to charge the defendant.

The bill also makes changesto state law regarding the definition, forfeiture and disposal of contraband.
HB 373 moves next to the Senate for consideration.
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Broadcaster s note: Comments are available on the Mgjority Actuality Line 1-800-478-6540,
or on the Majority webpage at www.akrepublicans.org


http://www.akrepublicans.org/22ndleg/spst/spsthb373.shtml
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