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House Passes Rep. Wilson’s Nursing Bill
HB 276 Revises, Updates Statutes to M atch Practices

(JUNEAU) — The House passed |egislation Monday to bring state law regulating professional nursing
practices into line with common standards regarding del egation of authority for certain nursing duties to
unlicensed personnel.

“The changesin HB 276 will allow specific statutory authority for nurses to delegate the delivery of safe
and effective health care to the citizens of Alaska,” said Rep. Peggy Wilson (R-Wrangell), whoisa
registered nurse with ailmost 30 years' experience in the health care industry.

HB 276 brings nursing statutes up to date with current nursing practice in three areas. First, it would
give licensed or practical nurses the authority to delegate nursing duties to unlicensed aides or
technicians, and give the Board of Nursing authority to promulgate regulations outlining safe del egation
practices to ensure safety of the patients.

“Delegation by licensed nurses of specific nursing tasks to unlicensed assistive personnel (UAPs) has
always been a part of nursing practice,” Wilson said. “The health care deliver system that includes
public health, Indian Health, hospitals, clinics and community nursing facilities will continue to use
UAPs. Thishill will make sureit is done safely and according to clear standards.”

Second, HB 276 would extend the term of atemporary nursing license from four months to six months,
to alow sufficient time for the crimina background checks required under new regulations before a
nurse licensed in one state may earn alicense by endorsement in Alaska.

Finally, the bill would make technical changesin the state law defining how Alaskawill issue nursing
licenses by endorsement to nurses who have been practicing in other states for the last five years.

HB 276 passed the House unanimously, and moves next to the Senate for consideration.
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http://www.akrepublicans.org/22ndleg/spst/spsthb276.shtml
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