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House Acti on

Last week, we passed HB 51 fromthe House, a bill |
i ntroduced requiring the generic nane of a drug to be

listed on brand-nane prescriptions. The bill passed 34-0
in the House and will be heard in the Senate HESS committee
as early as next week. If you would like to read the bil

and the sponsor statement, just hit the link for ny
webpage. Oher bills and resol utions that passed the House
| ast week were:

HB 23 Restitution for Crime Victins

HB 124 Conmmercial Mtor Vehicle Drivers/Enpl oyer
HB 12 Harassment by El ectronic Conmmuni cation
HCR 2 Extend Al aska Railroad to FT. Geely

HB 118- The other bill that | introduced, known as the

Transporter bill, passed from House Resources | ast week and
will be waived fromthe House Finance Commttee shortly. |
expect to have the bill on the House Fl oor early next week.

Focusi ng on the Governor’s Budget

There are many people calling the office and witing to us
regardi ng the Governor’s proposed budget. The issues that
seemto be nost preval ent on people’s mnds are: $47
mllion cut to the longevity bonus, $1.2 million cut to
Fish & Gane, $2 million cut to Alyeska Centra
Correspondence school, $27 million overall cut to education
fundi ng, and the $619,000 cuts to the | ndependent Learning
Center. I amworking on restoring fundi ng wherever we can.
The budget process really hasn’t begun yet in Juneau and we
shoul d have a clearer picture of the budget Iater on.




Suppl enent al Budget Passed House & Senate, Signhed by
Gover nor

Gover nor Murkowski signed House Bill 100 into | aw Monday,
March 17, 2003. HB 100 is the suppl enental budget for the
2003 fiscal year. Mrre than $71 million in general funds
wi || support disaster relief, education efforts to open the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge for oil and gas
exploration, and prograns that require nore funding to
conpl ete FY 03, which ends June 30t h.

Here are sone of the big-ticket itens.
**$19 mllion will finance fire suppression costs

**$10.7 mllion will pay for disaster relief for events
such as | ast year’s earthquake

**$1.3 million will fund efforts to open ANVR to oil and
gas exploration

**$500, 000 for the accident involving a corrections
transport van on the Seward H ghway

**$100, 000 for the Red Dog Mne air quality dispute

Click below to see the Governor’s Suppl enental and State
FYOQ4 budget :

http://ww. gov. st ate. ak. us/ onb/ akonb. ht m

Kodi ak Representative Seat Filled-finally!

Governor Frank H. Mirkowksi today announced the appoi nt nent
of Dan Ogg to fill the vacant House District 36 seat. Ogg
is executive director of Al askan Oceans Seas and Fisheries
Research Foundation in Kodiak and a forner nenber of the
Board of Regents of the University of Al aska.

Qgg, 53, has lived in Kodiak since 1975. He is an adjunct
prof essor at the Kodi ak canpus of the University of Al aska
Anchorage. He is also a nenber of the Al aska Bar

Associ ation, a comrercial fisherman and serves on the | ocal
Draft Board from 1982-2002. | | ook forward to working with
Dan in the Kenai/Kodi ak Caucus.



EDUCATI ON

This past week in the House Education Commttee we heard
four education bills introduced by the Governor as part of
hi s broad objective of decreasing state costs. HB 154

di sall ows registering 4 year olds in kindergarten unl ess
they are exceptional individuals that will progress to the
next grade level. This bill, the Governor stated is
intended to save the state noney by cutting funding to
districts that abuse this option by using it to gain

addi tional foundation formula funds. This bill was passed
out of the Education Commttee. HB 165, which cuts state
funding for the Community Schools program passed-out of
Committee. HB 171 cuts state funding to the Charter School
Grant Program It was al so passed out of Committee with

t he understandi ng that the Dept. of Education would secure
increases in federal funds. HB 174, which would cut al
funding for Alyeska Central Correspondence School (ACCS),
did not pass out of the commttee.

Cuts to ACCS provoked the nost public opposition. The
Governor suggested that conparabl e prograns were avail abl e
t hrough ot her schools. Testinony reveal ed that savings
made my ACCS elimnation wiuld only be reflected in

i ncreases in other budgets. It has al so been noted that

t he ACCS program woul d be hel pful in the inplenmentation of
the No Child Left Behind Act. The possibility of just
cutting the summer ACCS program has been presented as an
option to the Commttee. Further deliberation on this bill
will take place on Tuesday, the 18"

Heal t h, Educati on, and Soci al Services Commttee

We heard HB 135, which deals with updating existing
statutes for Marital and Fam |y Therapists. This bil
brings Alaska in line with other state’s policies. W also
heard HIR 13, which urges Washington D.C. to adopt Al aska’s
plan for inplenentation of the federal “No Child Left
Behind Act.” HB 146 allows the Child Support Enforcenent
Division (CSED) to continue collecting social security
nunbers from anyone applying for a conmercial fishing
permt, so CSED can track and enforce child support orders.
HB 166, i ntroduced by the Governor woul d save noney by

el imnating annual reviews of “hard to place” children
after they have been adopted. Al the bills we heard | ast
week passed out of HESS and should be on the floor for a



vote soon. HESS has quite a few bills and | anticipate the
bills will keep us busy.

Fi sheries Commttee

Last week, the Fisheries Cormmittee nmet only once to Hear HB
105, an act relating to | oans for past due tax obligations.
The bill authorizes the Commercial Fishing Revol ving Loan
Fund to | oan fisherman noney for past taxes. It also
renoves the 2% refinance fee on all other loans. A few
people from Honer testified in support of the bill and the
bill was noved fromcommttee.

Speci al Comm Hearing on the Habitat D vision Mve

FYl:Last Mnute Tine Change- the Fisheries Comrittee wll
be hol di ng a special evening hearing on EO 107 (Habit at

Div. Transfer) on Wednesday, March 26'" from 6:30-10: 00 pm
Go to your local LIOto testify or send witten coments in

my office. W will be having a panel discussion from many
individuals with an interest in fisheries and fisheries
habitat. Last week, | sat through testinony in the Senate

Resources Committee and in the House State Affairs

Comm ttee. The panel discussion in the Fisheries Committee
shoul d yield nore directed information on how EO 107 w ||
work to protect habitat and our fisheries.

*HB 191-Coastal Zone Managenent This norning we had a
special conmttee hearing for the Governor’s HB 191-t he
Coastal Zone Managenent Bill. The commttee spent two
solid hours listening to expert w tnesses and testinony
regarding changes in the bill. Currently, we are going to
hold the bill in conmttee until we have gathered enough
information to nake an inforned deci sion.

Private Prison |ssue & Prison Expansi on

There are several bills in the Senate and the House
relating to prison. HB 4, HB 55, HB 134, SB 65 and SB 99
all deal with expansion of prisons or allowing for private
prisons. W are hearing the house versions in the next
couple of weeks in the State Affairs Commtt ee.

Legi sl ati ve Weekend-Break for Energy Council




This week the legislature will be taking a few days off for
menbers to attend Energy Council neetings in WAshington
D. C

| will be comng hone for the weekend. If you like call the
LI O for scheduling. I will be in the district on the
foll om ng days:

***Friday*** —Honer Town neeting at 7pm at Honer High
School

***Saturday***-Seldovia neet a 3pmwith Gty Council in
mul ti purpose room and at 5pml will be at the dock for a
cerenony cel ebrating Sel dovia as a scenic byway.

***Monday***-Seward tentatively planned to neet with
educat ors and ot hers.

Bill Access System
Renmenber, all bills can be found on the State’s BASI S
system You will find the systemto be accessible at the

websi te bel ow.
http://ww. | egis.state. ak. us/ basis/start. asp

Li ve on the Wb

Renenber that you can hear just about any conmittee hearing
or tune into just about any |egislative session-present or
past - by going to Gavel to Gavel, TV and public radio
broadcasts of the state legislature as it occurs.

Click on the link below to connect to Gavel to Gavel.
http://ww. kt 00. org/ gavel / schedul e. cf m

I f you need to contact the staff please click bel ow
Lauren Radcliffe, mailto: Lauren Radcliffe@egis. state. ak. us
Caner on Your kowski, mailto: Caneron Your kowski @ egi s. st at e. ak. us

Chris Knight, mailto:Chris Knight@egis.state. ak. us

Subscribe to the Newsletter

| f you know sonmeone that isn’'t receiving our newsletter, or
if you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, please

l et us know. Enmmil Caneron Yourkowski @ egi s. st at e. ak. us
and pl ease put the word “subscribe” in the title. W also
want to remnd you that if you wite or email our office,
pl ease include your full nane, address and phone nunbers.







