From The Desk
O Representative Paul Seaton

Weekly Legi sl ative Newsletter

April 7, 2003
Contact | nformation
Toll Free (800) 665-2689
Fax (907) 465-2689
Website: http://ww. RepPaul Seat on. com
Emai | . Rep. Paul . Seat on@eqi s. st at e. ak. us
Access previous newsletters by clicking on nmy website and
finding the newsletter Iink.

2K Tel econference Call -1In

We held our nonthly constituent tel econference |ast week.
Al of the Kenai Peninsula and Kodi ak | egislators were
present to listen to their constituent’s feelings on what
is going on, fromwithin the legislature to their own
backyards. Again, the biggest topics of conversation were
on education funding and efforts to keep the | ndependent

Li ving Centers open. For those who called in on Capital
Budget itens, please note our funding priority list is due
by April 18th. So, if you have any additional information
on your projects, please get it to ny office as soon as
possi bl e.

The People are Calling..

During the | ast week, ny office has received quite a few
calls fromconstituents urging the passage of House Bill 15
(HB 15). HB 15 is the ‘no-call’ |egislation, which would
establish a dat abase of people who do not want to receive
tel ephonic solicitations, at no charge to you. | have
signed on as a co-sponsor of this bill. It will next be
heard in Finance, though a date has not yet been

schedul ed. You can always | ook on BASIS to check any
bill’s status.

Recent Action on the House Fl oor

House Concurrent Resolution 11(HCR 11), fornerly known as

Al aska WIld Sal nron Day, is now a whol e week, extending from
June 30-July 4! HCR 11, sponsored by Rep. Wl f, passed the
House unani nously and now noves to the Senate for hearings.

We passed two Senate bills on the floor |ast week, which
now nove to the Governor for consideration. The first bill




was Sen. Therriault’s bill, SB 20, which extends the term
date of the Board of Marine Pilots. The other senate bil
was a Special Concurrent Resol ution, sponsored by Sen. Lyda
G een, which establishes Novenber 2003 as Aval anche

Awar eness Nbnt h.

Speaker Kott announced the appoi ntnments of Rep. Jim
Wi t aker and Rep. M ke Hawker as co-chairs of the new Ways
and Means Committee. O her nenbers of the commttee

i ncl ude Rep. Max Gruenberg, Rep. Cheryll Heinze, Rep. Vic
Kohring, Rep. Carl Mbses, Rep. Norman Rokeberg, Rep. Bruce
Weyhrauch and Rep. Peggy WIson. These nmenbers face the
difficult task of addressing Al aska's urgent fiscal issues.
The ni ne- menber conmmttee will analyze saving, spending and
revenue raising options to help control the state budget.

New Local Legi sl ation

| introduced House Bill 232 (HB 232) | ast week, which
establishes a Homer Mercury Cassic to be operated by the
Boys and Grls Cub of the Kenai Peninsula. Any units of
the K P. Boys and Grls Club would be able to hold the
classic, but we are calling it the “Homer Mercury O assic,”
since they will be the first to hold it. It will be a bi-
annual classic, with drawings in the spring and fall.
Menbers of the Boys and Grls Cub, who already have the
necessary equi pnment and expertise to nanage the operation,
will nonitor the tenperature. | think this is a good bil
because kids will have a hands on participation, while
earning noney for their programin a fun, non-conpetitive
and educational way. HB 232 was referred to the House

Fi nance and Labor and Conmmerce Conmttees. | will let you
know when it is scheduled for a hearing.

Oper ati ng Budget Di scussi ons
Last week residents from Honmer and Seward called in to the
House Finance Conmittee to testify on the Operating

Budget. | was glad to hear from so many | ocal fol ks who
took time out of their busy day to call in on this
i nportant subject. | was able to listen to the people

testifying fromHoner. Unfortunately, the Seward Operating
Budget tal ks coincided with the nonthly Kenai/Kodi ak
constituent tel econference. Though | was not able to
listen to Seward’ s testinony, | was able to get notes on
people’s input. You nmay not be surprised to hear that
constituents fromall over District 35 share the same
concerns. The apprehensions | have been hearing throughout
t he session remai ned unchanged at these hearings. The



primary areas of worry were cuts to education fundi ng and
t he I ndependent Living Centers. Thank you all for voicing
your community’s concerns and |etting us know where you

st and.

Tuesday we start working the operating budget on the
floor. We will see nunmerous mnority anendnents offered,
and although | may |ike sone, the anendnents will be voted
down so that the conpl eted budget can be adopted. W have
each struggled to get our priorities funded through the
commttee process. | agreed to support the final budget
even if | was unable to convince a ngjority to adopt ny
priorities.

Several things were incorporated — restoring 10 mllion to
t he Educational Learning Qpportunity Grants, restoring ful
funding of pupil transportation, and restoring all but

$35, 000 of the $619, 000 proposed cut to the |Independent
Living Centers. Sonme additional cuts and additions nay
occur with bills offered outside the budget process.

HESS | nf ormati on

We heard one new bill in HESS | ast week; HB 142, sponsored
by Rep. Heinze. HB 142 strengthens law relating to ocul ar
post - operative care, specifically for people who undergo
cataract surgery. There has been a rash of

opht hal nol ogi sts who cone in fromout-of-state to perform
cataract surgeries w thout spending any tine with the
patient, and then | eave the patients aftercare to a | ess
qualified optonetrist. This business of ‘cataract-farns’
is profitable for the doctors, though potentially dangerous
for the client. W passed this bill out of commttee with
the hope that it will make eye surgery safer. W also

cl eaned up our comrittee cal endar by passing out four bills
that we had al ready heard several tinmes. Those were House
Bills (HB) 171, 154, 165, and 167. HB 171 repeals state-
funded Charter School grants, but does not |essen funding.
In fact, our Charter Schools will receive federal funding
that secures them nore noney than before. HB 154 prevents
children under 5 from attendi ng ki ndergarten, with
exenptions for exceptional children. This is an effort to
keepi ng spendi ng down by preventing school districts from
“punpi ng up’ their nunbers by enrolling children too young
for kindergarten. HB 165 repeals funding for Community
School s throughout the State. Qur Conmunity School s shoul d
be able to stay open w thout these funds, since they are
not a primary funding source. HB 167 establishes the |ocal




mat ch anount on Al coholi sm and Drug Abuse grants; currently
the level is 10% The original bill would have changed the
community match requirenent to 25% | anended the bill to
a 17.5% match the first year, which will graduate to 25%
the next year. Hopefully this will allow prograns to
secure additional funding over the next year. Rep. Kelly
Wl f (R-N kiski) has graciously offered to hel p people find
corporate funding, since this is his area of expertise.

Pl ease call his office at 1-800-463-2693 if you need his
assi stance.

Education Committee

The Education Commttee heard only one bill |ast week. HB
19 is Senator G Steven’s bill that mandates a separate
educati on budget be conpleted by April 1st. This bil

woul d address the problemin which school districts are
forced to wite their budget w thout know ng the |evel of
state funding they will be receiving. | supported the bil
and it has noved on to HESS conmttee.

This week the Education Commttee will be hearing all of
the bills that propose to increase the Base Student

Al l ocation: HB 26, HB 220, and HB 223. Pl ease contact the
menbers of the Education Committee and especially Chairnman
Gatto to voice your support for these bills. HB 222,
sponsored by Rep. Kapsner, would adjust the Foundati on
Formula for inflation. This bill has not been schedul ed
for a hearing as of yet. Please contact Chairnman Gatto to
voi ce your support for hearing this bill in Commttee.

Fi sheries

The Fisheries Commttee is currently w ndi ng down. W
have heard and deliberated on all but one of the bills sent
to our conmttee, HB 22. This past week we heard and noved
House Concurrent Resolution 10 (HCR 10), R parian Habitat
Restoration. HCR 10 is a straightforward resolution by Rep.
Wbl f that recogni zes the inportance of fisheries habitat
and the role that community groups and non-profits can play
in fostering habitat protection. HCR 10 was passed out of
commttee with full support.

HB 130 sponsored by Rep. Weyhrauch deals with Anti - Trust
Lawsuits and a nmechanismto fund sal non marketing. It
woul d take 15% of the awards fromanti-trust |awsuits and
devote the funds to the Al aska Seaf ood Marketing Institute
(ASM). After nuch debate, the Commttee passed HB 130
fromcomttee with two anmendnents. One renoved the



retroactivity clause fromthe bill. The other added a
provision to ensure that the state would only garnish funds
from punitive danmages and not conpensatory damages.

Al t hough the Conmittee had nmany reservations about this
bill, nost of the remaining issues were |egal questions.
The Conmittee nmade the decision that the Judiciary

Conmi ttee coul d best deal with these issues.

There has been nmuch confusion and change in adm nistration
positions on HB 191, which would overhaul the Al aska Cost al
Managenment Program (ACMP). The Fisheries Conmittee
hearings were instrunmental in illumnating problenms with

t he approach, which would have elimnated the |ocal public
process for coastal zone projects. An entirely new version
i s supposed to be proposed for the 4/11 Resource Conmttee
hearing but final details are not yet avail abl e.

| nconsi stencies still remain between the state statute
change and t he federal rul emaking process, so stay tuned.

State Affairs Committee News

This Committee is currently overwhel ned with diverse
topics. W are dealing with several prison bills, notor
vehi cl es, conceal ed deadl y weapons, boating safety and even

a new legislative hall. Please check the LIOfor bill
details.

Bill Access System

Al bills can be found on the State’s BASI S system You
will find the systemto be accessible at the website bel ow

http://ww. |l eqgis.state. ak. us/ basi s/start. asp

Live on the Wb

Renmenber that you can hear just about any comm ttee hearing
or tune into just about any |egislative session-present or
past - by going to Gavel to Gavel, TV and public radio
broadcasts of the state legislature as it occurs.

Click on the link below to connect to Gavel to Gavel.
http://ww. kt 00. org/ gavel / schedul e. cf m

I f you need to contact the staff please click bel ow

Lauren Radcliffe, mailto: Lauren Radcliffe@eqgis. st ate. ak. us
Caner on Your kowski ,

mai | t o: Caner on Your kowski @ egi s. st at e. ak. us

Chris Knight, mailto:Chris Knight @Qegis.state. ak. us







