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Sponsor Statement 

for 
Committee Substitute for House Bill 134 (STA) 

 
“An Act authorizing the Department of Corrections to enter into lease-purchase agreemen
municipalities for new or expanded public correctional facilities in the Fairbanks North Star Bo
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Bethel, the Municipality of Anchorage, and Seward.”                
_____________________________________________________________________________
 
Since 1995, Alaska has been exploring options to resolve over-crowding in its correctional fa
but the number of prison beds has not been adequately increased to meet demand.  Instead, facil
state remain overcrowded even though approximately 650 prisoners are being held in anothe
This results in approximately $20 million per year flowing out of Alaska’s economy.   
 
Committee Substitute for House Bill 134 (STA) would increase beds in Alaska by providing leg
authorization for local governments to enter into lease-purchase agreements with the Departm
Corrections for the construction of new prison facilities and add additional beds at facilities cu
owned by the state.  The State of Alaska would then enter into long-term lease purchase agre
and operate the facilities as part of the state correctional system.   
 
CS HB 134 (STA) proposes incrementally expanding the existing facilities in Bethel, Fai
Anchorage, and Seward to meet regional needs by the addition of up to a total of 800 new b
resolves current and future overcrowding by building a large centralized 1,250 bed prison
Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  In comparison with other proposed new facilities, the cent
location would result in additional cost savings by its close proximity to services such as food s
police, and the courthouse.   
 
I believe that the Department of Corrections provides quality assurance for the safety of the
personnel and the public, which is central to the reason I support this approach to build the 
prison space. 
 
I ask for your consideration and support of CS HB 134 (STA) to resolve overcrowding, t
decreasing the current threat to prison workers’ safety, and to the public, while retaining A
prisoners within the state.   
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http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=23&bill=hb134
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