Dear Neighbor,

The Legidative session is coming down the home
stretch and | want to fill you in on what is happening
in Juneau.

The Legidlature has been deliberating over many
important proposals that will have long-term
impacts on all Alaskans. As Co-Chair of the House
Finance Committee, my job is to promote fiscal
responsibility while providing funding for
constitutional priorities such as education,
transportation and public safety. To say the least,
the focus of this legislative session has been on the
fiscal gap and education funding.

In talking with you, I am keenly awar e of your
concerns over the fiscal gap and its looming impact
on our state's economic stability.

As a member of the Republican Majority, my
colleagues and | have been working hard to
revitalize our economy, balance our state's budget
and create a sense of hope in the future of our state.

We have also been working on the proposed natural
gas pipeline and other resource devel opment issues
that will foster economic growth in our state.

I will continue working hard to address these and
other important issues that will impact our future.

Remember that my door is always open and | want
to hear from you on issues affecting you and our
community.

| look forward to seeing you this summer.

8.7

Sincerely,

Historic Increase

in Education Funding

AsCo-Chairsof theHouseFinancecommittee,
RepresentativeJohnHarris(R-Valdez) and|
successfully shepherdedlegidationthat will
increasefundingfor educationinK etchikanand
throughout Alaska.

Specifically, HouseBill 233 and SenateBill 283,
if adopted by the Senate, will:
*

Provide$1.5millioninadditiona funding
fortheK etchikan School District

* | ncreaseand fund theper student base
dlocationinthefoundationformula
* Ensureahigherlevel of education

funding for many yearstocome

* Helpcover shortfallsinthe Teachers
Retirement System

* Mitigatetheinflationary toll that hasbeen
dowly erodingour educationdollars

* Includea$15.8 millionincreasefor the
Univergty of Alaska

SeniorCare Program Adopted
Prescription Drug Cost
Help on the Way

| washappy to support HouseBill 374 that
establishesthe SeniorCareprogram. SeniorCare
will provideprescriptiondrugsubsidiesor cash
stancetolow-incomeseniorsuntil thenew

M edicareprescriptiondrugsubsidy administered
by thefederal government becomeseffectivein
2006. SeniorCarealsoincludesanew SeniorCare
Information OfficeandaPreferred DrugList.

Pleasecall the SeniorCarel nformation Officeat
1-800-478-6065 for moreinformation.




Swan/Tyee Intertie Project Update

A proposal transferringthe Swan/Tyeel ntertiefrom
the City of KetchikantotheFour Dam Pool isnear
completion. TheFour Dam Pool board of directors
hasauthorized expenditureof upto$7.5millionfor
themohilizationand material srequirementsforinstal-
|ation of tower foundationsinlateMay or early June.

| havebeenworkingtowardsmakingthe Swan/Tyee
Intertieprojectareality for many yearsand|l am
excitedthat constructionisgoingtobeginthissummer.

Theprojectwill giveusaccesstoaffordableand
plentiful power for yearstocome, acrucial ingredient
inbuildingahealthy economichbase.

Williams' Legislation Saves
Consumers Millions

| introduced HouseBill 495toallow the Four Dam
Pool torefinance$74 millionindebt serviceowedto
thestate. If adopted, ratepayersinKetchikan,
Wrangell, Kodiak and Copper Valley Electric
Associationwill shareintheestimated $1to$1.5
milliondollar annua savings.

What Do

The Fiscal Gap - What S
Takethepoll on-lineat www

State Spending

1) Doyou support continued effortsto reducestate spending®
Yes No Undecided

2) DoyousupportaConstitutional Amendment that would
limitstateexpenditures?

Yes No Undecided

Permanent Fund

3) Doyoufavor using someof theearningsof the Permanent
Fundtopay for stateservicessuchaspubliceducation?

Yes No Undecided

4) Doyoufavor using Permanent Fund earningstoonly pay
dividends, evenif itmeantimplementingastatewideincomeor
salestax?

Yes No Undecided

5) Doyoufavor endingthePermanent Fund dividend progran
withonefinal lumpsumpaymenttoall digibleAlaskans?

Yes No Undecided

Visit the Web

www.akrepublic
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RepresentativeWilliamsand Mg ority L eader John Coghill (North Pole)
discusssupportfor our divefisheriesduringarecent floor session.



‘ou Think?
olution(s) Do You Prefer?
.akrepublicans.org/williams

6) Doyoufavor cappingthedividend (at $1,000for
) example) and using earningstopay for publiceducation?

Yes No Undecided

Taxes

7) Shouldthestateincometax bereinstated?

Yes No Undecided

8) Shouldthestate adopt astatewidesalestax?

Yes No Undecided Governor Frank Murkowski and Bill discusstheGravina

9) Should the state enact a$100 per wage earner Bridgeproject duringabreak infloor action.

educationtax?

Yes No Undecided Veterans' Home to become a Reality

10) Shouldthestate useacombinationof Permanent | am happy toreport theGovernor isrequesting fundsto

Fundearningsandabroad basedtax tobridgethefiscal | conyertthe Palmer Pioneer HomeintoaVeterans Home. |

gap? _ support thisrequest that will leveragefederal fundsto convert

1 Yes No Undecided thehomeintoanupgraded 82-bed facility.

11) Should tobacco taxesbeincreased by $1 per pack?

Yes No Undecided | hel ped fundthefeasibility study that recommendedthe
Palmer facility conversion. | ampleasedthatitscompl etion
will assistthosewhohavegiven somuchfor our country.

Stay Informed

ans.org/williams Williams secures additional funds for
the Alaska Marine Highway System

_ Asyour Representative, | haveawaysbeenastrongadvocatefor the
N the proposed House AlaskaMarineHighway System (AMHS) and havefought hardto

. . protectitsfunding. Thisyear, | sponsoredtheamendmentintheHouse
ication Fundl ng Increase Finance Committeethatincreased AMHSfunding by $8 millionover

General Funds) theGovernor'sproposed budget request.

All Other (Admin., | applaudthe Governor andthe Department of Transportation (DOT)
Revenue, ig/vemor' etc) Education for movingforwardwiththeplanned moveof AMHSadministrative
/ ’ 35% jobstoKetchikan. |1 worked closely withtheDOT andtheBoroughto

hel pfacilitatethismovethat will beaboost to our economy.

| havebeen astrong proponent for along-term planthat would

establish K etchikanasamaritimecenter inour state. Shipyard

completion, Ward Coveredevel opment, theAMHSheadquarters
— Pub"é Safetty/Justice/ movetoK etchikanand maintained harborsarekey el ementsin
ersity of Alaska 14% maki ngthisvisionaredity.

10%
Theferriesareour highwaysin Southeast Alaskaand for thebenefit of
thesystemwemust all work together tomakethemasuser friendly
andefficientaspossible.
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Legislation Ledger - A look at some of Bill's legislation this year

HouseJoint Resolution 5- proposesaconstitutional amendment toensurethat initiativesandreferendumshave
broad-based statewidesupport.

HouseBill 341 - alowsSoutheast AlaskaDiveFisheriesmembersmoreflexibility inassessingthemsel vesto
managethesuccessful, new and devel oping commercial divefisheries. Theindustry thisyear will beworthnearly $6
millionfor Southeast Alaska.

HouseBill 378 - alowsDECtorequirefood-handling operatorsto becometrained and certified.

KEEP IN TOUCH
Session (January - Mid-May)
(800) 301-2455 or 465-3424

I nterim (Mid-May - January)
50 Front Street

Suite#203

Ketchikan, AK 99901
247-4672

465-3424 (Juneau Office)
269-0127 (AnchorageOffice)

Representative Bill_Williams@legisstate.ak.us

Bill andFinanceVice-Chair KevinMeyer (Anchorage) grab
aquick biteduringaHouseFinance Committeebreak.



